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Chapter 1. Digger Column 
Са” NC T у. 


THEY WERE SLOGGING FOR THE COAST— ry - 
FOOTSTEPS AND CROUCHING IN Й し К — | 
ITSTEPS AND CROU A > (7 
< мм; | АМ READY! ግ 
AMBUSH IN THEIR ш Z y II maf TER BONES 
^ HAH/ NOW WE HAVE қ 4 
THE WHITE BARBARIANS, «AL JUNGLE FOR EVER! 
BROTHER/ THEY HAVE CAUSED |ኗ5 
Too MUCH DAMAGE TO 


“THE JAPANESE St ERS? AIMS WERE 8000. | i 

73 EJES A "2. 7 P 
MY SNIPER! VEL 2 
ዘፍ HIT COVER! / #/ 


No Retreat 
BUT THE HAIR-TRIGGER REACTION 


OF SERGEANT LOCK WAS FASTER 
THAN THEY EXPECTED... a 


E 


“THE DEADLY ACCURATE 94 
BURST OF FIRE LASHED 


Мо Retreat | На 
"THE WEAK VOICE OF THE SORELY, 4 
WOUNDED OFFICER URGED 
THEM ТО THEIR FEET AGAIN... 


NICE SHOOTING, A ርር 
SAR'NT/ GET MOVING ТО REST UP 一 
| THAT WOUNDOF 
YOURS IS GETTING 


WORSE/ A 


RON sod 。 THE LITTLE COLUMN PUSHED 


LTHE HATEFUL JUNGLE, 
NO, SAR “ሚመ HEADING F 
WE CAN'T REST/ LISTEN, 


THE SAFETY OF THE SHIP 
(/ WHICH WAS "WAITING TO TAKE THEM OFF... 
"n EN РМ GONE, YOU?LL BE й 0፻ 
N COM MAND: YOU MUST. PROMISE E 
МЕ YOU'LL LOOK AFTER 


BLOKE Au 『JAPS MUSTN'T 
| Т ТНЕМ. 


“ማፊ ሪራ 
И“ HELL NEED 
ЖУ TO IF WE'RE TO 
i ፪፻ GET AWAY/ THIS 
Р | MEI ДИ HAS BEEN THE 
ባሻ, СА P 1 Ужа ROUGHEST RAID 
Z Е m? ይ \ ж PVE EVER BEEN 
/ о" HiS HEAD / "APA A ON... A | 
ፆ/ | д ж « | $ 
| qu. 5 i ; ግ š Y ምውናን £O. 
и ፡ 3 та ПА 7 / h 
ІС N р ; Арас". у 


9 
ig 7 


AT THE REAR OF THE COLUMN, THE Е ( 
MARKER, THE МАМ IN THE DANGER SPOT. "(УДИ 


Ç. በሙ \ 
| WHEN THIS A 
|| ም LITTLE LOTS OVER | ; 
n МО RETIRE, |: 
АА сок - 
KILLING МЕХ  ሪ 


қ q | N SWI - し У Te 3 
CORPORAL JACK TRAVIS STUMBLED ALONG | M SN EX ДАРА 


RIVATE BURNS GRIMACED AT : ,GRAVEL- VOICED SERGEANT LOCK WAS 
PRVE а TRAVIS’S WORDS. BURNS Bigs SR TO DO JUST THAT — OR KNOW THE 
we THE COLUMN S CLOWN, THE REASON WHY... Кё 


AN HIGH..BUT RIGHT NOW, 
LAUGHS WERE NOT COMING EASILY, 


0 E'VE GOT 
ТО OUTMARCH THOSE 
NIPS ON OUR TAIL / 
SO MOVE 7 


A^ 
RES М 


NS 


[Вит THE JAPANESE PURSUERS WERE FRESH 


AND WELL FED, THEIR LUST FOR VENGEANCE 
DRIVING THEM ON REMORSELESSLY. 


THESE TWO FOOLS 
WERE USELESS TO ME 
AND TO THE EMPEROR/ 
THEY FAILED TO HOLD ' 
"UP THE AUSTRALIAN 
DEVILS. BUT WE WILL 
CATCH THEM/ , 


2 


LIKE JUNGLE BLOODHOUNDS, ТНЕ WARRIORS OF 1 Ё 
YAMATO PADDED EAGERLY AFTER THE. 
- LURCHING, EXHAUSTED MEN OF THE SNAKE 


- 4 


HURRY / THEY ARE т 
NOT FAR AHEAD / WE WILL ቺ 
STRIKE THEM THIS TIME . 

. WITH ALL OUR STRENGTH? 
) NOT ONE WILL LIVE / 


ከ THE AUSTRALIAN COLUMN, А DOUBLE 
EMERGENCY tee UNEXPECTED ! 
... し ジン = 
eee” ҮЕ HAD IT, SARGE \ 
ЕЕ | CAN'T MARCH ANY MORE/ Y 
22 РМ SLOWING YOU DOWN. YOUR 
ONLY CHANCE IS TO PUSH 
1 СТО THE COAST AT ТОР 
- — SPEED / 


Z. 


€ 222 


— 


Ж 


ph. 


- THAT'S NOT TRUE 
SIR / THE JAPS WILL 

CATCH UP WITH US IN OUR 

PRESENT STATE, EVEN IF 


UAND Д No: PLL STAY, TOO/ ^ 
HE BLENDER ONE ^ дды GIMME YOUR TOMMY 


"THERE WAS NOTHING ELSE R 
SERGEANT LOCK COULD DO, 
| WITH A HEAVY HEART, HE | 
TOOK A LAST FAREWELL OF Й 
| ТНЕ ВЕЄТ ОЕН СЕК НЕ НАО. 
KNOWN... r gs 


SS 
JA 1 


YOU'RE IN COMMAND е 
NOW, LOCK. ALWAYS REMEMBER 一 
YOUR MEN COME FIRST / THEY ' VE 

E JOB — AND THEY 
DESERVE THE BEST YOU CAN 
GIVE THEM / 


„Мо Retreat 


Лг 72 


“THE COLUMN HAD COVERED 
TWO PAINFUL MILES WHEN 
THE DISTANT SOUND OF 
GUNFIRE REACHED THEIR 
STRAINING EARS. 


THE JAPS z н 
HAVE CAUGHT y. HARK AT THOSE 
UP WITH - ያ TOMMY GUNS / THE 
THEM Y А CAPTAIN AND TOMPKINS 
ARE REALLY HANDING 
IT OUT / 


/ өне 
xn ill ( # 
፦ УЕАН— < 
Г AND THEY'RE ҰЙ 
В TAKING IT,TOO, ሯሯሯ 
>» PLL ВЕТ / “2. 


"THE STARK MEANING OF THAT DISTANT ` Bur SMITHERS, THE GRUMBLER AND 
SHOOTING BROKE THE NERVE OF LANCE- WHINER OF THE COLUMN, WAS PAST 
CORPORAL SMITHERS... SX. LISTENING TO REASON... — 4, 

2 EVO М 5 - 
NO/NO! | самт ペグ ӨЙ | zzwME бо ЛА / 60 HAVE WE ALL, 9 

. TAKE ANY MORE. LEMME GO/ | SMITHY/ NOW SIMMER y 
/ MUST GET AWAY/ DOWN — ОК PLL SLAP ¿À 

1 AWAY! A YOU ONE? ወ 


U - 


7 


THOSE JACKAROOS 
ECK 1 WIGHT COULD 
О! 
BE WITH THEM/ es 


AS THEY PLODDED ON, THE RATTLE BR 
OF GUNFIRE STILL REACHED THEM, 
THOUGH FAINTER ALL THE TIME. - | 

ሪዎ ሜሪ 25 Ez A 


HE TOMMY GUNS OF CAPTAIN INGLIS 


Ti TOMPKINS WERE ALMOST 
RED-HOT THEY THREW B, 
ІС JAPANESE 


ም THEYRE ግ 

M WORKING AROUND Y 
OUR FLANKS, „Ж 
зе! 。 


ФУ», IT'S ONLY А 
ማእ MATTER OF TIME 
NW) LAD— BUT WE'VE 
ኃል GIVEN ЗЕМ А FAIR 
的 OLD RUN FOR THEIR 
sb МОМЕҮ/ 


CAPTAIN FLUNG WAVE AFTER WAVE 


No Retreat 13 
ENRAGED ву; THIS 5 DELAY, THE МАРА 5 SES 7 
HIS MEN AGAINST THE TWO WOUNDED 1 


у ат 
a” SET НМ, Е 
MPKINS — 
FEL FARE THE 

OTHER/ 4 


PTAIN INGLIS RAISED HIMSELF 

OMENT FROM COVER, RETURN に 

ED INTO THE GALLANT 
LIANS... ፍዝ 


< | 


| (М, 4 Je e 


THE JAPANESE WERE TH 
A FIERCE, TRIUMPHANT Rust 


THOSE TWO AUSTRALIAN. Удо. 
DEVILS HAVE HELD Us UP TOO | ~ 
LONG — WE MAY NOT EVEN 2 

| CATCH THEIR FRIENDS 


554 
TA 


No Retreat. 15. 


NNN 


>=> 
HE COLUMN OF DIGGERS [247 
THE СОЕ ТО QUICKEN THEIR f IT'S_ALL OVERZ 
THE DISTANT THEY DID A GREAT: 
JOB — GIVEN US А 
3 CHANCE TO REACH 


ም WE'RE GONNA 74 AS M THESE MEN ARE MY 
| Ао MR E ፆ UM ‚7 AN_ORDEAL FEW OTHER MEN 
BE BEATEN NOW! 1 


E 


16 No Retreat 


UT THAT UPLIFTING OF THEIR SPIRITS PRIVATE BURNS STARED IN DISGUST AFTER 
Bud NOT BANISH THE TERRIBLE THE SELFISH SOAMES , AND TOOK JACK 
PHYSICAL EXHAUSTION. CORPORAL TRAVIS|| TRAVIS*S WEIGHT ON HIS OWN SHOULDERS. 


WAS THE FIRST TO BREAK... гык z т 
-E いき COME ON, JACK/ 752 
WE'RE GONNA MAKE 


ІТ, SPORT. THE COAST 
CAN'T BE FAR OFF 
Now/ 


X 


|У ІРА МАМ CAN 
рота 
Е 
>. YOU HELP HIM-/'M NOT! 


SOMEHOW, THAT PITIFUL LITTLE COLUMN и 
STRUGGLED AND FOUGHT THEIR WAY መ 
THROUGH THE LAST STRETCH OF JUNGLE 4 gure ቕ 42 


LYING AT ANCHOR IN THE LITTLE BAY WAS A NAVAL CORVETTE, TRIM OF LINE AND : 
LOOKING SO PEACEFUL ON THE CLEAR BLUE SEA. 7 


AS SOON AS WE'RE yy 
f ABOARD WE CAN REST. 
BY HECK, YOU BLOKES 

Е HAVE BARNER m 


AND. THEN THE 
IMPERIAL JAPANESE 
AIR FORCE ТООК A 
HAND IN THE 


PROCEEDINGS... AN AUSTRALIAN 


SHIP Z A PRIME TARGET / | 
WE ATTACK TOGETHER-/ ~~ 
АМО SINK HER! є 


18 ~ - ከዐ Retreat 
LIKE VULTURES, THE BOMBERS 
SWOOPED ON THEIR PREY— 
BUT THE AUSTRALIAN CORVETTE'S 

GUNS HAMMERED AT THEM 
CHALLENGINGLY. 


LEFT A ВП, 
SID 一 LEFT/ 


З | Ji 


| 


ANOTHER HIT WAS REGISTERED — 
ON THE PORT SIDE THIS TIME, 
BUT THE BOMBER ITSELF DID 
NOT FLY AWAY UNSCATHED... 


レン ара ョ ーーーーーー ニ ーーー 
ЩО 


ШИ) 


|| MN 
(ነ! 


E 


ውን = 
Жо; 


77-40) <š 
Зак” 


ON THE CORVETTE'S BRIDGE, LIEUTENANT-COMMANDER 
| STEPHEN BAY LMLY SURVEYED THE SITUATION. Р. 


PUT ONE OF THE 
BLIGHTERS OUT 
OF THE а 2 


FROM THE HILLSIDE, THE WEARY AUSTRALIANS 
WATCHED THE VIOLENT ACTION WITH ALMO 
HOPELESS RESIGNATION РЕНН 


CASUALTIES WERE 
MOUNTING ABOARD NOW THEN 
^ GUNS, YOUR" 


GUN BULLETS TOO! 
THEIR 


BACK WITH FIERCE 
DETERMINATION... 
YU 


ІТ WAS А DUELTO THE ОЕАТН- 
Ta ОЕ THAT THE JAPANESE 


THE BATTLE WAS OVER - FOR-THE 
MOMENT- AND AT ONCE , ПЕЧТЕМАМТ- 
COMMANDER STEPHEN’ BAYLIS 

_ BEGAN TO ISSUE COLD, PRECISE 
ORDERS. 


YOUR REMAINING CREWS, WE МАУ 
BE IN ACTION AGAIN IN FIVE 
MINUTE: 


к 7 
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ALTHOUGH THE SAILORS KNEW THEIR 
SKIPPER WELL, HIS COLD-BLOODED 


EFFICIENCY NEVER CEASED ТО INFURIATE - 
THEM... = = — 


= UI 
p 


[7 > "АВК АТ 
THE SKIPPER/A 
BLINKIN* CALCULATING 
MACHINE, ጄ 16 7 


ES 


а 


21 


ፎሥ NE! JUST 
NUMBERS ሰ ዘሬ 
LITTLE BOOK, 
WE ARE / 


22 ታዜ Retreat 


ЕРІДІ; ІШ 
መቼ 


THAT WAS THE BEGINNING, AFTER TWO DAYS OF STRICT 
DISCIPLINE AND ን LITTLE REST, THE SOLDIERS WERE 
CLOSE ТО MUTINY... SS 
9 б M 
NOTHING W T PM STILL RESPONSIBLE 
RIGHT / YOU'D THIN FOR YOU BLOKES — AND WE'RE 
E WERE CONVICTS! TOO RIGHT?" አይይ YHIS Tos. M GOING Ñ 
THIS FELLER 4 
BAYLIS AIN'T TO SEE THIS У EUTENANT- h 
LIS AIN COMMANDER, RIGHT 


p APPRECIATE YOU PULLED 
US OUT OF THE JUNGLE, SIR. 
BUT MY MEN ARE 


E WORN OUT. 
THEY NEED REST— МОТ THE 
ETERNAL DISCIPLINE YOU 
KEEP RAMMING 

THEIR THROATS/ 


HAT WAS THE LAST STRAW — 
. THE FINAL HUMILIATING INSULT. 


WE COULDNIT THERE IS ONLY <@ 
THEY WANT US FIGHT A TEN. YEAR- ONE THING LEFT FOR 

m ECCL Dre 
NOT F RIGHT NO 


WHEN SERGEANT LOCK DETAILED HIS PLAN, 
A HUSHED SILENCE GREETED HIM. THEN em 5 
SMITHERS AND SOAMES BROKE. ANGRILY_|/ ONO AR us 
MPAA СОСКУ BAYLIS CAN'T 
STOP US / $ 


で / IT'S THE ONLY WAY, SARGE! 
| WENE HAD ALL THIS 

\ ЛА WAR CAN DISH OUT/ ノー 
ペグ Cae 


2 


ሠ 


BAYLIS AND THE SURVIVING MEMBERS OF HIS CREW 
HAD NO CHANCE AGAINST THE TOUGH ARMED 
VETERANS OF THE AUSTRALIAN COLUMN... 


ая 

CA 

OUTTA THE WAY, є ITH) 
SAILOR BOY / EVERYTHING ELSE! 


/ YOU FOOLS / 
STUPID POOLS! 


ው. MEN E 


‘Chapter 2. Paradise 


Lock AND HIS MEN SAILED THE CORVETTE 
ТО A LONELY ISLAND OFF THE MAIN ISLAND ` 
GROUP АМО SANK HER IN THE BAY. 
THEY SETTLED DOWN TO 
SUNSHINE OF THEIR NEW- 


Dy: 


7) 


"ыг; 


Бапа 


ቁጪ: initi 


WE WENT THRO! e 
IN THE JUNGLE WE Е 


:: DESERVE THIS / А 


ONLY_MEN DRIVEN BEYOND THE EDGE 
OF REASON WOULD HAVE DONE WHAT 
THOSE MEN HAD DON 


ም THAT UPPERCRUSTY 
STIFF-NECKED NAVY TYPE 
SAFELY PUT AWAY W 


ITH 


IS 
ША. THOSE NITWITS WHO STOOD 
UP FOR HIM. WE'VE EARNED 
QUR REST AND WE RE 


GOING TO HAV 


LIEUTENANT- COMMANDER BAYLIS 
COULD BARELY COMPREHEND WHAT 
HAD HAPPENED... 


ЖЕ noy THE DELUDED 101 
COULD SEE WHAT aoe 


SLOWLY, AS THE DAYS PASSED IN SUNSHINE, 
М GREW BACK TO FULL HEALTH AND 


STRENGT 


EVERY DAY I F 
STRONGER. I'D SAY YOU 
SAVED ACL OUR LIVES BRINGING 
US TO THIS ISLAND, SARGE. 
WE’D NEVER HAVE LASTED 
ANOTHER PATROL / 


BUT LOCK AND HIS MEN HAD NO DOUBTS 
THAT THEY HAD ACTED IN THE ONLY WAY 
POSSIBLE, EVEN CORPORAL JACK TRAVIS 
SHARED THAT EW. መሙ 
"A FEELING BETTER Y YOU'RE LOOKING 
Y NOW, JACK Р THIS ) BET TTER ALREADY, 


THANKS TO. YOu, 
- YOU 


THAT'S TRUE 
ENOUGH , JACK. BUT 
WHAT ABOUT TH 


No Retreat 


To SERGEANT LOCK ,THE MUTINY 
HAD BEEN AN INESCAPABLE EVIL 
TO PROTECT HIS МЕМ... 


THAT'S WHAT | SAY/ 


LOOK OUT FOR THE 
BLOKES. IF THAT 
за BAYLIS HAD 


OF VIEW, WHATEVER WE 
DO, WE M N'T HARM 


WHEN THE CRICKET MATCH 
BETWEEN THE ARMY AND 

NAVY WAS OVER, PRIVATE 

BURNS GOT INTO HIS STRIDE: 


CHOCOLATE. EVERY COCONUT А 
А PRIZE — ROLL ЦРУ ЊУ | 


NS 


ERE, 


ONE H 

BURNSIE ... 

PLL HAVE 
AGO/ « 


AMID LAUGHTER AND 
CATCALLS, THE GREAT 


BURNS COCONUT SHY 
DID A ROARING BUSINESS. 
GAH! 
MISSED 
AGAIN/ 


WATCHING HIS MEN ENJOYING 
TH LVES, SERGEANT LOCK 
FELT A GREAT SWELL OF PRIDE 
AND PLEASURE. НЕ FELT А 
FATHER TO EVERY ОМЕ OF 


"T HE MERRIMENT HAD REACHED 
A PEAK WHEN ANOTHER PLAYER TOOKY. 
` A HAND IN THE САМЕ... 


me» 
Зу еш, 


DUMBFOUNDED AT THE SUDDEN CRASH 
OF MACHINE GUN FIRE, THE AUSTRALIANS 

STARED IN ALARM OUT TO SEA. ARROWING 

TOWARDS: THEM WAS A JAPANESE TORPEDO 


Bur JUNGLE TRAINED REFLEXES WERE > , 21 
ALREADY FUNCTIONING — THE q 
AUSTRALIANS WERE FINDING СОМ 


А THEY CAN TURN 
AWAY / 


No Retreat 
ИЛӘ» 


"THE AUSTRALIANS WERE FIGHTING |% 
FOR N-A 


WILL SEE TO THAT? 
KEEP FIRING/ 


32 No Retreat 


MEANWHILE, CORPORAL EVANS WAS TAKING HIS MEN 
ДЕЛ Ера ‘DASH THROUGH THE PALMS TO THE FLANK 
ки - 7 


>>, 4: 

LAN 7 NO-ONE*S GOING 

LAUNCH GETS AWAY, | КАХ UR LIFE 

WERE DONE FOR? ДЫ ON Iris ISLAND 7 NOT 
ያ a ; IFI CAN HELP iT/ 


ድሞ 
HURRY/ THE AUST 

DEVILS ARE FARTHER ALONG 
IS, THE BEACH, TOO / HURRY/ 


EA 72 


ALIAN CROSSFIRE SPELT THE Е 


эш ጠመ WE'VE DONE IT! 
у THOSE NIPS WILL 

M Mewes NEVER GIVE US 

| г AWAY Now/ 


LUSHED AND TRIUMPHANT, SERGEANT LOCK MADE A FIERCE PROMISE TOHIS МЕМ. 
ЙМЯ NO-ONE 16 GOING TO MESS чно ‘ale ПА ал 
UR NEW LIVES ON THIS m orcum. 


PA 


34 . Мо Retreat 


OUTSIDE THE STOCKADE HOLDING BAYLIS AND HIS LOYAL MEN 
FELT UNEASY ABOUT THE IDYLLIC LIFE ON PARADISE ISLAND 


KEITH 
NOW. PM SEEING THINGS БЕТТЕН 
DIFFERENTLY. AFTER ALL — 
THERE 15 A WAR ON? 
ERIS 


RELUCTANTLY, JACK TRAVIS MADE UP HIS MIND TO SPEAK TO THE SERGEANT. HE KNEW 
ERVIEW... - > J 
OUR MATES cru ap 
THE NIPS. LET INE LEAVE THIS 


Мо Retreat ` 35 


LOST IN THOUGHT, HE ROUNDED THE CURVE OF 
THE ISLAND AND WAS SURPRISED TO FIND 
THE ISLAND CHAIN SO CLOSE . … 


MooDILY, JACK TRAVIS WANDERED 
O LON - 559 222 

"VE GOT TO THINK 
THIS THING OUT. LOCK'S 


RIGHT IN A WAY - BUT, f 
й» ALL THE SAME... ; 


` 


CREEPING LIKE PHANTOMS ACROSS THE STILL МАТЕ HE SAW DAR 
NACING SHAPES PASSING THROUGH THE STRAIT: ቁ ። 


A 


36 No Retreat 


FOR LONG MOMENTS AS THE SUN SLID 
SWIFTLY INTO THE SEA, JACK TRAVIS 
STARED AT THAT DEADLY ARMADA O 
| JAPANESE SEA POWER... 


=> 2 WHAT'S ЈАС 
UP TO NOW ጋ ርን 


TOO RIGHT, SPORT/ 
WE DON'T WANT ANY 
MORE TO DO WITH 

THE PERISHING WA 


BREATHLESSLY, TRAVIS POURED OUT „ГГ? 
a аз Z 
CH EE 
MUS 2 ON E 
| ROUN 
L WANT TO KNOW 
D TO 


SSA WHOLE 
4 Да <" 
| ! УУНАТ НАРРЕМЕ 
Ж THEIR CORVETTE 
WON'T THEY? 4 
Y == 
== 


| 
\\ 


W 
WW 


M 


Ñ 
AWS 
NO» 


У 


M 


AVIS TRIED TO ARGUE —UNTILTHE 


BUT DON'T YOU UNDERSTAND 
CK Э THOSE JAPS ARE GOING 
LANK ATTACK ON 


|TO MAKE A F 
THE MAIN ISLANDS. 
р „ ER FIT TO LEAD 


レノ TE RGEANT Lost HIS TEMPER 
2 ES 
ググ 7 YOU'VE CHANGED 
2 б LOCK! YOU'RE NO | 
Ж 1 . 


PLL SHOW EVERYONE 
a WHO'S RUN 


NING : 
THINGS AROUND HERE/ 


| IT was SOME TIME LATER WHE! 
JACK явне GROGGILY 
OPENED HIS | YE: 


‘ow! My HE HEAD - - 
ТО НІТ THAT ልጽ6/ 


| SMITHERS AND SOAMES WERE QUICKEY 
М HAND TO CARRY OUT 5! NT 
Docks ANGRY ORDERS.. 


THIS 16 THE ድመ 
m PLACE FOR 

THIS RAT. HE DOESN’ 

KNOW WHEN HE’S 
WELL OFF/ 
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PM CORPORAL JACK TRA 
LISTEN — THERE'S A | JAP 
TROOP CONVOY М 


# YOU DELUDED roots HAVE Ч 
SHUT THE LOYAL HANDS IN 
HERE. IF WE TRY TO GET 
OUT. WELL BI BE SHOT. THERE 


... 


ANUN E STOCKADE, WERE TIRED 
USTRATION AND IDLENESS。 AND 
MA EY EAGERLY AGREED ТО TRAVIS’ /4& 


THE SET IS ІМ A PALM HUT 227 LEAVE ТІ 
AT THE END OF THE САМЕ ONCE TO Aye አ 
WE REACH IT WE SHOULD BEAGLE BEEN IDLE 
то, OPERAT E IT WITHOUT ТІ 2 HEE Е 
NOISE. ВИТ- DO 


BAYLIS WAS AS COOLLY CALCULATING AS EVER. К ми 
AROUND THEM THE NIGHT PULSED WITH MENACE РИ Es 
AS HE REVEALED HIS SECRET. > 


መቋ. у; 4. WHERE WOULD WE GO: 
P BUT WHY HAVEN'T = А NOGOOD ¥ 
| YOU USED THIS BEFORE mm 0 BEING LIKE SERGEANT LOCK, ff 
TO ESCAPE ጋ ALL FIRE AND THUNDER — Z 

и መሙ AND STUPIDITY/ d 


IS 


T YOU 
NN KEEP IT QUIETE 
Y THEY'RE STILL МОМ 
ABOUT IN THE 
CAM 


No Retreat | 4l 


Wf Sih. Ay ЛА № NNN 

SOMEONE'S 1 ( МИ, 

HEARD US / THEY'LL ኣፍ ae 
4 


WHAT 
BE HERE WITH TOMMY | 
МЕХТ/ дим ДА МУ LOCK GOIN: 
OR 177 


CONFOUND IT/ 
WE DIDN'T СЕТА 
SINGLE WORD 

THROUGH... A 


BUT IT WAS TOO LATE FOR ESCAPE... [7 || | 


ያዖ “ፎልክ, LOCK N 
THEY MIGHT TRY NN 
AGAIN... Анев 


No Retreat 


IN А SHATTERING BLAST OF NOISE AND FLAME, 
LOCK’S TOMMY GUN SMASHED THE RADIO 
SET INTO USELESS SPLINTERS. 


INCREDULOUSLY, THE AUSTRALIANS "THIS WAS NO LONGER THE SERGEANT OF 
STARED AT THEIR BURLY LEADER... ፳.. DENS PLATOON, ALERT AND _ 


МУ. THEY TRIED TO TELL 
ИД EVERYONE WHERE WE МЕРЕ! 3 
THEY TRIED TO BETRAY US/ 
k THERE'S ONLY ONE ANSWER 
М. ТО THAT THEY WILL 
ь ЗЕ SHOT -AT DAWW/ 


3 


Chapter 3. Clash of Arm 


ж” 


5 
Ж») 


BUT AS THE SUN BEGAN | 
TO CLIMB INTO THE SKY, I 
А LOOKOUT CALLED A 
SUDDEN URGENT Е = 
WARNING. zx ; ; У 
. መመ TE Va ጄ መመ HEY, SARGE! 
= | i Е CA. S 


'O, - 
LOTS OF ЕМ! 
ALL FILLEO WITH 
САММ А 5 


FOR A MOMENT, THIS UNEXPECTED DEVELOPMENT 
DRAGGED LOCK AWAY FROM THE PRISONERS. 
HE FLUNG A BALEFUL GLARE AT THEM AS HE WENT. 


COMING, CORPORAL. 
BUT І HAVEN 


WITH 
PLEASURE, 
ጫ LOCK 


ETER A CAUTIOUS RO, М SPEAK THEIR, LINGO 
Ат ТНЕ МАТІУЕ5 АР UN A E SEEMS THEY RLEARED 
CANOES SLID ASHORE, LOCK 
GRINNED AT HIS MEN. 


AND THEN TOUGH SERGEANT LOCK TURNED BACK 
TO THE PRESSING PROBLEM. ФЕ ee MEN 
HAD ED R N WHO HAD 
WANTED TO GET BACK (NO THE EAR. 


то G 
U,LOCK 2 YOU 
KILL US — 775 JUST 
PLAIN MURDER! | 


AS THE DOLEFUL GROUP WOUND 
DOWN TO THE BEACH, CORPORAL 
EVANS CALLED BLUEY AND 

TY BURNS ТО ONE SIDE... 


TOO RIGHT, 
ДЕ 15 / або LOCKS 
МЕ 


p E ти 


46 


LISTEN ТО МЕ, CORPORAL— 
I'M IN GE HERE/ 
TRAITORS WOUL 
ESTI ED YO! 


THESE D 
HAVE DESTROY U. "M 
RESPONSIBLE FOR YOU 
BLOKES/ 


No Retreat 


THEN, IN THAT MOMENT OF CHANGE, ALL 
DECISIONS WERE TAKEN OUT 
OF CORPORAL EVANS* HANDS... 


SILENCE, EVERYONE / 
ГМ TAKING CHARGE МОМ! М. 
THIS ISLAND NEEDS A LITTLE 
SANITY —AND THEN 


RHAPS WE САМ СЕТ 
ON WITH THE WAR / 


0 Ке 

THERE WERE МО DOUBTS AS TO THES PROPER 

COURSE OF ACTION IN THE CALC NG 

MIND OF UEUTENANT COMMANDER | BAYLIS... 

ЕЕ , LUKE Tr WE'VE HAD 
THERE 15 A JAPANESE NÉ EN 

INVASION N Fleer DER THISY ENOU 

DU 


OA AND IT IS 
PY YO А ルク 


RT 上 


Vt Mont? КАЯ HN 


| 
| 


, 


ቺ ч X | AE 


1 
' 


ту 


M 


\ ш 


p. 
4 


4 


| 
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50 THAT GALLANT, SAVAGELY DETERMINED 
LITTLE ARMADA SAILED AWAY... 
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THE FOOLS! AFTER ALL 
| DID TO PROTECT ТНЕМ- / 
NOW ТНЕҮ?КЕ RUSHING 
OUT TOGET KILLED. 


EVEN THE NATIVES WERE DESERTING LISTENING TO THE SORT OF MEN 


ванн А 
‘SMITHERS. AND SOAMES WATCHED THEM POSITION HE HAD TAKE 


THOSE NATIVES 
SEEM HAPPY — AND SO 
THEY, SHOULD BE WITH ALL 
THE STORES BAYLIS PAID 
THEM FOR THE CANOES/ 

THEYRE RICH! Y 


HO HAD SUPPORTED HI {К 


ТНЕ SAY, TURN 
МЕР WHY? 7 D/D ` 
EVERYTHING FORTHEIR ል 
a GOOD РА | 


Цоск SPENT A WRETCHED DAY, 
ROAMING ABOUT THE ISLAND 
SHEN JUST AS THE SWIFT T TROPICAL и 
Р ANOTHER ЈАР LAUNCH/ 
жала መዘው un. COME LOOKING FO ттт? 
р | RIENDS, HAVE THEY Р WELL- 
MAYBE ТАРЕ FIND MORE 
"THAN THEY WANT / 


А, ЈНА MI ae 
SIRALI 
SIGHTED THEIR ትሽ ድ 


LOT OF "EM 


I ES 
ም barona, | - 
DEVILOPA © 
„тоо! 


Аз DARKNESS CLOSED IN, THE CONVOY 
OF CANOES SPLIT UP AND EACH SELECTED 
ITS TARGET. STEALTHILY, THE AUSTRALIANS 
PADDLED INTO ACTION... рез === 


IN 
HIS ELEMENT 
HERE / 


THE CAPTURED LAUNCH WAS TO STRIK WHEN THE JAP: 
THE HIRST АГК ES ee SUDDENLY HAVE TWO 
ЛЕК Е 


У YEAH 
AND WE'LL 
| BE IN THER 


THE TORPEDOES RAN TRUE, 

AND ABRUPTLY THE NIGHT 

ርኛ SPLIT ASUNDER IN TWO 
GIGANTIC EXPLOSIONS.. 


HE LAUNCH 10 
n OF TOUGH ARNG А}, Re 2 
MEN WAS ALREA 
TOWARDS, THE NEAREST. ENEMY: 


DESTROYER 


ALONGSIDE, 
CETERIS! 
Uc € 
ML It IROYER/ ይ 
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НІТ?ЕМ HARD, < 
YOU BLOKES/ WE'VE 
BEEN WAITING TOO 
LONG FOR THIS / 


===: 
=== 


MURDEROUS HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT 
RAGED ALL OVER THE DESTROYER'S 
DECK AS THE AUSTRALIANS STROVE 
TO BATTER A PATH TO THE BRIDGE 


ーー 


BUT THE JAPANESE SAILORS,ALL THE TIME BEING REINFORCED BY MEN FROM 
BELOW DECKS, FOUGHT BACK WITH FANATICAL INTENSITY... A 


WE'VE GOT TO 
ТАКЕ THIS SHIP/ 

WE'RE DONE FOR 
IF WE БОМ?Т/ 


The WHOLE SITUATION ait (ЖАД T ረጋው = 
" а = 
ATTACK SEEMED Й“ та УУ 
5 ет いい 


SANK THE LAUNCH ІМ A SHEET 
OF DESTRUCTIVE FIRE, AND 
ЦЕЩЕКАМЕСОМ MANDER 


A SINGLE WELL- DIRECTED SHELL B ІШІ | | 
: | || 
УН 


ESTROYER'S DECK WAS CRITICAL. THE JAPANESE HAD 
THE АТОМ ON a CORNERED. A VICIOUS BARRAGE OF FIRE SOUGHT THEM 


OUT WITH-HUNGRY FINGERS OF DEATH дағы 


Ат, ТНАТ CRITICAL MOMENT, A GRIM 
HULK ОРА MAN SWUNG እ 60 ТНЕ 


І 
AT THE STARTLED JAPANE 


AMAZED Арам FILLED THE CORNERED) 
AUSTRALIANS AS THEY RECOGNIGED THAT 1. 
FIGHTING eure. | ም ኢት ፦ 

2 ሻው 21 г. aS 

MAZA . 


OCK! 
я ATTABOY. ፍላ 
WE? VEGOT EM A 
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WITH SERGEANT LOCK AT THEIR HEAD, THE AUSTRALIANS STORMED INTO THE 
JAPANESE RESISTANCE, SWEEPING ALL BEFORE THEM... 


CLEAR 
THE DECKS 
OF THE 
PERISHERS! 


መሙ 


HAD THT HE WAS MISGUIDED, 
ЕСҚ BUT HE WAS A REAL LEADER. 
HIS MEN MEANT MOR 
HIM THAN AN 


No Retreat 


WITH BAYLIS ІМ COMMAND OF me DESTROYER THE AUSTRALIAN SAILORS SOON 
SWUNG THEIR CAPTURED JAPANESE GUNS INTO ACTION, BUT FOR LOCK THE 
END WAS VERY NEAR...) 2 == 7 


EVANS 
AMONG THE TRANSPORTS, 
YOU САМ?Т LEAVE Us 
NOW, LOCK! 


ALL NEST THE ANCHORAGE PARANE Е ፍገሜሀሃ ХА WERE E PLODING МА RNING. 
BUT_ON T A 18 


НЕ DECK OF А, THESE THING 


Ol ты 
ТО ТНЕ МЕМ АТ SERGEANT + АШАН ren 


ПЕЕ ON OUR OWN 
NOW. ВИТ WE'LL NEVER ` 
FORGET HOW HE DID EVERY- 
THING A MAN COULD DO 4 
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IN THE BATTLES THAT LAY AHEAD 
THE MEN OF SERGEANT LOCK'S 
COMMAND WOULD IN TRUTH ` 
NEVER FORGET HIM — FOR ኣ 
THROUGH НІМ THEY HAD FOUND] а 
THEIR FAITH AGAIN. | 


МГ 


| M қы 


VAVA 


6 
リン ルク 


AS THE DINGHY CARRYING THE CREW OF THE 
SUNDERLAND CHUGGED ACROSS THE BAY, 
SERGEANT STANLEY OUNN, THE FITTER, 
CLUTCHED SOMETHING PROTECTIVELY UNDER 
THE COVER OF HIS GROUNDSHEET. 


STANLEY STOWED HIS CLARINET CAREFULLY) , 
IN ONE OF THE BUNKS IN THE CREW'S 
QUARTERS... 


BETTER GET UP IN 


CAN, STANLEY. | DON'T 
THINK THE SKIPPER'S 
IN A VERY GOOD _ 
MOOD. 

y 


TELA 


DUNN AND HIS DARNED 
CLARINET. . .1T'S THE ONLY 
THING HE REALLY 
WORRIES ABOUT... 
ө ረ 


THEY'RE JUST DOING THEIR 
MATTER OF 


ONLY WORRIED ABOUT 
THE WAR AS MUCH AS 
HE WORRIES ABOUT 
THAT INSTRUMENT... ( | 


TAKE OVER 

HENRY. . РМ GOING 

TO. HAVE A LOOK 
ROUND 


STANLEY SPENT MOST OF HIS TIME 
DREAMING OF THE DAY WHEN НЕ WOULD 
BE PLAYING IN A DANCE BAND... а 


THEN ПИ. BE THE WORLD-FAMOUS Y 
CLARINETTIST... STANLEY DUNN! 


|, 
сай 


IT'S YOUR TURN 

TO TAKE OVER 

IN THE REAR 
TURRET. 


zi 


MILLER HAD ALLOWED STANLEY TO IN FACT, IT WAS ONLY DURING HIS REST 
BRING THE CLARINET ON BOARD BECAUSE PERIODS THAT STANLEY CAME ALIVE... 
in — 


DUNN'S FORGOTTEN )4 

THIS 15 SUPPOSED (4 

TO BE A FIGHTING 
AIRCRAFT! 


BUT ON THIS TRIP, HIS REST PERIOD WA$ RUDELY INTERRUPTED! | 
7/3 tad >= а | 


THAT'S THE 
У KLAXON ALARM, 
YOU CLOT! 
ACTION 
STATIONS! 


NE 
LEWIS GUNS THAT FIRED FROM THE 
SIDE HATCHES... - 


THERE ARE THREE y r 
` Жі 


TRAILING US. KEEP 
YOUR EYES PEELEO! 


STANLEY'S POSITION WAS IN THE THE GERMAN SEAPLANES MADE A 
GALLEY...HANDLINO ONE OF THE - CONCERTED ATTACK... 
ኣ fe x 


WEAVE 
SKIPPER! THEY'RE 
TRYING TO KNOCK 

OUT OUR TAIL 

AN TURRET! 


CANNON SHELLS AND MACHINE GUN BULLETS ጩዎ 2 
LASHED INTO THE SUNDERLAND... Ww N “ 


SERGEANT DUNN... 
CHECK ON THE TAIL 
TURRET... THE 
GUNNER ISN'T 
ANSWERING. 


Ж GET A MOVE У 
ON ¿STANLEY +.» 
К BEFORE THOSE ДА 
ARADO'S СОМЕ АЎ 
BACK! ó 


TQ GET TO THE TAIL TURRET, STANLEY IF HIS TAIL TURRET WAS OUT OF ACTION 
HAD TO PASS THROUGH THE CREW'S THE SUNDERLAND CAPTAIN KNEW HE 
QUARTERS... WOULD BE A SITTING DUCK... 


[T OH NO! WHAT'S | ም < THOSE ARADO'S ARE 
| НАРРЕНЕО? y ' 2 жаа» CIRCLING FOR Ж 


HAS DUN 
GOT ТО TRE 
TURRET YET? 
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STANLEY DUNN'S VOICE SUDDENLY CAME 
OVER THE INTERCOM... | 


SERGEANT DUNN MEE 


JF THE SUNDERLAND CREW COULD 
HAVE HEARD STANLEY THEY WOULD 
HAVE HAD A SHOCK... 


HELLO! 
SOUNDS AS 


THE LEADING ARADO FLEW INTO THE 
CONCENTRATED CONE OF FIRE OF 
STANLEY'S FOUR BROWNINGS . . » 

7 


HAVE SOME 
OF YOUR OWN 
MEDICINE... 
YOU RATS! 


65 
THE SUNDERLAND CAPTAIN FOUND HIMSELF INSTINCTIVELY OBEYING Д, | 91 
THE SHARP ORDERS THAT CAME FROM HIS TAIL TURRET... - 
d K uL 
Ж, , DES. 5 4 
~ Al . N h 


^ Ev Да т 


AT THIS OTHER 
BLIGHTER! 


THE SECOND SEAPLANE TOO WAS HIT BY AND THE THIRD ARADO, SEEING THE 
THE VENOMOUS FIRE FROM THE REAR nuo HIS COMRADES, TURNED AND 


っ Уч: 


CAN'T WE 
GO AFTER HIM, 
SKIPPER ? 


WE'D 
NEVER CATCH 
HIM, STANLEY. . . 
Ss E і BESIDES, YOU'VE 

НАТ TWO | 
Qf rM! B ` 


WE DID 
WELL...AND 
NONE BETTER 

THAN OUR 
STANLEY. 
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THEIR VICTORY HAD GIVEN THE CREW Fs 

A TREMENDOUS FILLIP. THEIR MORALE 

WAS SKY HIGH. - 5 // У 
T Um 


£3 


DIDN'T 
} THINK HE HAD 
IT IN HIM! IT's 
STRANGE WHAT A 
TASTE OF ACTION _ 
WILL DO FOR SOME 
EOPLE 


BUT IN THE TAIL TURRET AN ANGRY 
MUSICIAN GAZED SORROWFULLY 
AT HIS RUINED INSTRUMENT... 


1 SUPPOSE | MIGHT GET 
ANOTHER MOUTHPIECE 
«ВИТ WHAT ROTTEN 
VANDALS TO SMASH 
MY CLARINET. WELL, |. 
y ТНЕУЮ BETTER WATCH 
OUT FROM NOW ON 
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